
PUBLIC FIGURES 

1. Who is Ceuti´s most important public figure? 

I think that Ceutí´s most important public figure nowadays is an artist called Torregar, he 
gives exhibitions in important museums nationally, makes great sculptures for town 
councils or paints incredible portraits of babies, old people or important figures as well. 


In Murcia-------- Arturo Pérez Reverte.


Archena------???


2. Which of Murcia´s public figures are most important at a national level? 

Through history, Murcia has had many influential public figures like Isaac Peral and Juan 
de la Cierva, both inventors. Isaac Peral invented the submarine and Juan de la Cierva 
invented the “autogiro”, one type of artefact that would mean a major breakthrough in 
the field of aeronautics. 


QUESTION NUMBER 4 

3. Can you think of any famous artists, entertainers or sportsmen from the region of 
Murcia? 

Actually, We have important sportsmen, like the cyclist Alejandro Valverde, who has won 
many important international competitions”, or the tennis player Nicolas Almagro, who 
managed to get into the top ten of ATP, or the retired football player “Jose Antonio 
Camacho”, who played for Real Madrid and Spain, and afterwards coached many 
professional teams as well.


Other examples of important figures of the world of culture are the writer “Arturo Perez 
Reverte and the actor Paco Raval. QUESTION 4 

4. Were there any important Murcians in the past? Artists? Scientists? Politicians? 
Inventors?  
Well, we can see how Murcians have made great contributions through history in many 
different fields. We can find writers such as Vicente and Miguel Medina or nowadays we 
can enjoy Arturo Pérez-Reverte who is the author of the adventures of “Captain Alatriste” 
among many other great titles. Apart from that, there were also some inventors or 
engineers, for example, Juan de la Cierva who laid the foundation of the modern 
helicopter or the developer of the first electric-powered submarine, Isaac Peral. In the 
field of Art, we can highlight Salzillo who was a well-known sculptor.

5. Right now, which five Spaniards do you think are the most famous in the rest of 
the world?  
Right now, I think that the most famous Spaniards in the rest of the world are actors 
such as Penélope Cruz, Javier Bardem or Antonio Banderas, since Hollywood is a 



worldwide phenomenon and they star in top films which are seen everywhere. Apart 
from actors, professional athletes like the tennis player Rafael Nadal or Pau Gasol who 
plays in the NBA. There are some musicians such as Julio Iglesias or his son, Enrique 
Iglesias, who enjoy international recognition. And finally, in terms of politics, our 
president Mariano Rajoy is a famous person in the rest of the world since he has to deal 
with other political leaders from all around the world, as well as the king of Spain, Felipe 
VI. 

6. Name one public figure who is good for Spain’s image and one who is bad.  
Well, it´s difficult for me to point out a public figure that is good for Spain’s image; by 
contrast I could say lots of names of famous people in Spain that give a bad image. 
There are some people who make a living because they got married with some artist and 
after that, they got divorced and went to different programmes to talk about their daily 
lives, why they got divorced and so on … or they appear in magazines, receiving a lot of 
money for doing so. Belen Esteban could be an example. From my point of view those 
people are bad for Spain’s image because they earn a lot of money without doing 
anything worthy and they are creating bad role models for society. 

On the other hand, Rafael Nadal could be one of the best examples for young people 
worldwide, being a perfect example of consistency, modesty and hard work, among 
many other traits/qualities.

(Besides, it happens the same with people who take part on reality TV programmes. In 
“Big Brother”, for example, as soon as you leave the contest, programs on TV pay you 
money to talk about your partners, your life. They become famous and sometimes they 
get a job on TV).


7- Do you agree that sportsmen are better known than politicians? Is this a good 
thing? 

Well, I think that depends on the kind of sportsmen, for example everyone knows who 
Cristiano Ronaldo is, but If you ask someone about athletes who practise other not-so-
popular sports such as badminton, nobody will know anything about them. Nevertheless 
I agree that sportsmen are better known than politicians, and, in my opinion, this is not 
advisable, because politicians can change the law and the law affects us directly, 
however, as I said before, you can learn many good qualities from professional athletes 
as well, so I don´t see great drawbacks in sport people being famous.


8-In Spain do many scientists, writers, film directors (etc) become public figures? 

Well, as far as I´m concerned, not too many. In Spain it is really difficult to become a 
famous scientist, writer or film director. It is a sad thing for me, but It depends on what 
people like. If people paid attention to the science world or literature, more scientists and 
writers would become public figures. Nevertheless, there are a few well-known artists 
like Arturo Pérez Reverte, Almodóvar or Punset to name just a few.




9-What type of people (from what professions) usually become public figures in 
Spain? Why? 

Unfortunately, the people that often turn into public figures are people involved in 
scandals with other famous people, this is, gossip shows are one of the most seen 
entertainment programs on TV in Spain, since this is what people like, the yellow pages 
and magazines are also very popular. 


Apart from that, and just like in any other part of the world, singers, actors and 
sportsmen are very famous in our country.


10- Who are history’s most important spaniards? 

In my opinion, history´s most important spaniards are the Catholic Kings. They were 
called Isabel de Castilla and Fernando de Aragón. The Catholic Kings married in the 
fifteenth century. Then, they conquered a lot of territories and this meant a huge 
progress for Spain. Moreover, thanks to them, Cristopher Columbus discovered America 
because they trusted him and paid his trip. That meant a whole new world of unexplored 
lands and riches for Europe and, especially, for Spain.


11- Who do you think is Spain’s most famous public figure from the past? 

I think the most famous public figure in Spain from the past is Miguel de Cervantes. He 
was a well-known writer who wrote a novel called “El Ingenioso Hidalgo Don Quijote de 
la Mancha”. This novel is about a man who went crazy because he read too many 
books.


This novel has travelled around the world and it has been translated into lots of 
languages. Moreover, this novel has been adapted to children through tales. 


Finally, it is said that Miguel de Cervantes together with Shakespeare are the best writers 
in history.


12- which public figure do you think best represents Spain at the moment? 

To be honest I think the best public figure who could represent Spain is Rafa Nadal. He is 
a famous tennis player who has won a lot of titles in Spain and championships in the rest 
of the world.


Not only is he a wonderful athlete but also a perfect person who represents Spanish 
people everywhere because he is an intelligent and a polite person. He has worked very 
hard since he was a child, both physically and mentally.


COMPLETE WITH QUESTION 6.


13. PROS AND CONS OF BEING FAMOUS. 


